Good Friday
· During this time of the Coronavirus pandemic, I’m sure you’ve heard the expression used that we live in uncertain times, to suggest that we live in a period of the unknown during which we feel lost & powerless.

· But to varying degrees, we always live in uncertain times, & so we do whatever we can to ensure, inasmuch as we can, that we have control; that we retain some power to direct where we want to be & the direction to where we want to move in our lives & relationships.

· And when we are unable to control external factors that overwhelm us, we can fall into depression or even despair – unless we surrender ourselves in trust to someone, or something that can take control & lead direction to a better place in my life & in the lives of others.
· During this time of the pandemic we express this surrender to governments to lead in wise ways to protect, sometimes ourselves from ourselves, & in medical scientists to discover cures that will save us.
· But regardless, the hopeful waiting in uncertainty & trust is painful for us who can, in desperation exploit opportunities to take on power to control.

· This is the current situation of the world’s population – the experience of powerlessness & uncertainty, but there might well be other areas in your life where you are experiencing these. It’s a hard place to be in.

· Today we remember Jesus Christ in his most critical time of powerlessness & uncertainty.
· As Christians, we know the end of the story, but the resurrection doesn’t take away the pain, suffering & grief of the passion, death & entombment of Christ. The Cross – the identifying symbol of Christianity is what we remember today.

· For us as Catholics, it is not an empty Cross, but the crucifix – the dead Christ on the wood of a cross that becomes the source of God’s power in the resurrection and the dead wood becomes the tree of life.

· Sometimes I think we can prematurely & unrealistically strive for the resurrection before we have together completed the dying.

· And I was thinking of the important place the crucifix has for us as Catholics, not an empty cross that focusses on the fact that Christ has left the Cross with the resurrection, but one that remembers also the sadness of his death.

· The question is always: How can this painful, horrible, death of Jesus be understood as the saving event for all humanity? 

· What does this death of Jesus mean for us Christians?

· For too long we have thought of the death of Jesus as the price demanded by God for our sins, as the retribution necessary to appease an angry God whose honor had been infinitely offended, & whose honor could be restored only by an equally infinite expiation, that is, by the death of God's Son who became man precisely for that reason - to die & thereby make things right for us again with God.

· Do you see the dangerous consequences of such an understanding as this? 

· Is God the Father so cruel that God's justice can be appeased only by the shedding of the blood of the Son of God? Is God so sadistic as to send Jesus to be killed in order to make satisfaction to his Father? 

· Where, in this kind of an understanding, is the grace & love & compassionate forgiveness of the infinitely merciful God revealed to us in Scripture? We cannot continue to think like this. 

· But rather we must understand that Jesus came to preach the good news of an infinitely merciful God who had already forgiven our sins, to preach the good news of the liberation of all that stops us being who we can be; & he was killed because the blindness of people who had power & did not want things to change. 

· The Father did not will the death of Jesus; but certainly the Father did will that Jesus should confront & challenge the network of sin in human society, even though all the forces of sin would rise up against him & kill him who was the greatest of all our hopes. 

· That is what Scripture means when it says that Jesus obediently accepted even death, death on the cross; that is, as a consequence of his doing what God had sent him to do; as a consequence of his faithful preaching of God's word of salvation.

· It is not by Jesus coming to die for us that we are saved, but rather by his whole life response, leading up to & resulting in his death. 

· It is in & by his showing us how to live a full human life that he gained for us the power to do so - & that is salvation. 

· In other words, Jesus gained this power for us by showing visibly, in his actual living & dying, the invisible presence of God's grace in all of human life & history; there are important practical implications for our Christian living in this kind of understanding of the suffering & death of Jesus. 

· If suffering as such were willed by God, then Christians would not have to be concerned about the poor & oppressed in the world except to exhort them to suffer patiently. 

· Nor would Christians be concerned about the structures of injustice & oppression - we wouldn't feel duty-bound to change things in our world & to do so because God loves us & calls us to express that love to others. 

· The fruit of suffering can be love - that is what God shows us in Christ. 

· Good Friday says to us that suffering is, in part at least, the meaning of our world - that people will suffer as a result of natural disasters, suffer as a result of the stupidity & violence of people, suffer as a result of sickness & death, suffer as a result of relationships gone awry, suffer as a result of the loss of loved ones, BUT it is not the end of the story. 

· If Good Friday was the last chapter, then everything in this world would be a senseless, dismal tragedy that renders all life futile & meaningless.

· In Christ, God shows us clearly that a life-giving love can be born out of the mess of suffering. 

· Love is the only thing that can give meaning to suffering because love suffers for the sake of the other & love is always life-giving.

· If God wills the fullest liberation, redemption, salvation of people from all that oppresses them & hinders their personal fulfillment, then it is the task of Christians to enter into the way of life of Jesus by challenging the structures of sin & injustice & by standing on the side of the poor & oppressed & all who suffer, without counting the personal cost or risk - to change things in our lives & the lives of others that promote the dignity of people.

· May Christ’s death on the Cross make sense of the ways we’re called to die to our short-sighted self-centredness & become passionate about life lived more deeply.

· During this pandemic we’re challenged to explore ways of caring for each other, on a global scale, beginning where we are, so that we carry the cross together & are ready to experience the power of the God who brings new life.

